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T he	
  PennEast 	
  draft 	
  Env ironmental	
   Impac t 	
  S tatement 	
   ( EIS ) 	
   is 	
   too	
  data	
  defic ient 	
  
to	
   support 	
   the	
  Federal	
  Energ y 	
  Regulatory 	
  Commiss ion’s 	
   ( FERC ’s ) 	
   conc lus ion	
   that 	
  
the	
  PennEast 	
  pipeline	
  projec t 	
  will	
  do	
  no	
  s ig nif ic ant 	
  harm	
  to	
   the	
  env ironment .	
   	
  
T he	
  United	
  S tates 	
  F ish	
  and	
  Wildlife	
  S erv ice	
   (US FWS ) 	
  g uidelines 	
   s tate	
   that 	
  
projec ts 	
   should	
  “avoid	
  permanent 	
  habitat 	
  alterat ions 	
   in	
  areas 	
  where	
  birds 	
  are	
  
hig hly 	
  concentrated”	
  and	
  c ite	
  A udubon	
   Important 	
  Bird	
  A reas 	
   ( IBA ’s ) 	
  as 	
  
examples 	
  of	
  hig h	
  concentrat ion	
  areas .	
   	
  T he	
  proposed	
  PennEast 	
  pipeline	
  
t ransverses 	
   seven	
   IBA ’s .	
   	
  T he	
  draft 	
  EIS 	
  does 	
  not 	
  adequately 	
  address 	
   the	
  
impac ts 	
   to	
   these	
   IBA ’s .	
   	
   In	
  prev ious 	
  comments 	
  on	
   the	
  PennEast 	
  pipeline	
  projec t ,	
  
WCAS 	
  urged	
  a	
   thorough	
  ons ite	
   survey 	
  of	
  each	
  of	
   these	
  areas 	
   to	
  assess 	
  what 	
  
spec ies 	
  were	
  present 	
  and	
  when	
   they 	
  were	
  present 	
   to	
  adequately 	
  evaluate	
   the	
  
impac t 	
  of	
   this 	
  projec t 	
  on	
  birds 	
  and	
  other	
  wildlife	
   in	
   these	
   IBA ’s .	
   	
  Yet 	
  only 	
  a	
  
g eneral	
  and	
   incomplete	
   lis t 	
  of	
  birds 	
  affec ted	
   is 	
   c ited	
   in	
   the	
   report .	
   	
  A 	
  
comparison	
  of	
   the	
  draft 	
  EIS 	
   lis t s 	
  and	
   the	
  eBird	
   lis t s 	
   for	
   these	
   IBA ’s 	
   shows 	
   that 	
  
many 	
  more	
  mig ratory 	
  and	
  breeding 	
  birds 	
  are	
  present 	
   in	
   the	
  area	
   than	
  c ited	
   in	
  
the	
  draft 	
  EIS .	
   	
  

	
  

T he	
  Baldpate	
  Mountain	
   IBA 	
   is 	
  both	
   the	
  bes t 	
   s tudied	
   IBA 	
  affec ted	
  and	
   the	
  most 	
  
frag ile.	
  A n	
  out lier	
  of	
   the	
  Greater	
  S ourland	
  Mountain	
   IBA ,	
  Baldpate	
  has 	
   the	
  
second	
   larg es t 	
  expanse	
  of	
  cont ig uous 	
   fores t 	
   in	
  central	
  New	
  J ersey 	
  and	
   the	
  
larg es t 	
  area	
  of	
  hig h	
  quality 	
  unders tory 	
  but 	
   is 	
  at 	
   the	
   low	
  end	
  of	
   the	
  s iz e	
   required	
  
for	
   interior	
   fores t 	
   spec ies 	
  and	
   is 	
  espec ially 	
   suscept ible	
   to	
  edge	
  effec t 	
  and	
  
habitat 	
  deg radat ion	
  due	
   to	
   it s 	
   long ,	
  narrow	
  shape.	
   	
   	
  A ny 	
  dec rease	
   in	
   the	
  width	
  
of	
   fores t 	
  would	
  have	
  a	
  negat ive	
  effec t 	
  on	
  bird	
  habitat .	
   	
  Of	
   the	
  1 7 1 	
  bird	
  spec ies 	
  
reported	
  on	
  eBird	
  as 	
  of	
  March	
  7 ,	
  2 0 1 7 ,	
   forty -­‐three	
  spec ies 	
  are	
  breeding 	
  
Neotropical	
  mig rants 	
  and	
  eig hty -­‐one	
  are	
  mig ratory 	
  Neotropical	
  mig rants .	
   	
  
Breeding 	
  Neotropical	
  mig rants 	
   inc lude	
  New	
  J ersey 	
   (NJ ) 	
   spec ial	
   concern	
  breeding 	
  
spec ies 	
  V eery ,	
  Wood	
  T hrush,	
  Hooded	
  Warbler,	
  Worm-­‐eat ing 	
  Warbler	
  and	
  
K entucky 	
  Warbler	
   in	
   the	
   interior	
   fores t 	
  habitat .	
   	
  A 	
  Cerulean	
  Warbler	
  breeding 	
  
territory 	
  was 	
  discovered	
   in	
  May 	
  2 0 1 7 	
  on	
  a	
   fores ted	
  s lope.	
   	
  T he	
  Yellow-­‐breas ted	
  
Chat ,	
  an	
  NJ 	
  breeding 	
  Neotropical	
  mig rant 	
  of	
   conservat ion	
  concern	
  breeds 	
   in	
   the	
  
powerline	
  ROW.	
  Golden-­‐winged	
  Warbler	
  and	
  Gray -­‐cheeked	
  T hrush	
  are	
  NJ 	
   spec ial	
  
concern	
  non-­‐breeding 	
  Neotropical	
   spec ies 	
   that 	
  mig rate	
   through	
  Baldpate.	
  
Res ident 	
  birds 	
  of	
   conservat ion	
  concern	
  documented	
  during 	
  breeding 	
  season	
  are	
  
Cooper’s 	
  hawk,	
  NJ 	
   spec ial	
   concern	
  breeding ;	
  Red-­‐shouldered	
  Hawk,	
  NJ 	
  
endangered	
  breeding 	
  and	
  spec ial	
   concern	
  non-­‐breeding ;	
  Barred	
  Owl,	
  NJ 	
  
threatened	
  breeding 	
  and	
  non-­‐breeding ;	
  and	
  Red-­‐headed	
  Woodpecker,	
  NJ 	
  



threatened	
  breeding 	
  and	
  non-­‐breeding .	
   	
  NJ 	
  T hreatened	
  L ong -­‐eared	
  Owl	
   roos ts 	
  
were	
  documented	
   from	
  pellets 	
  under	
   roos t ing 	
   t rees 	
   in	
   the	
  winter	
  of	
  2 0 1 3 	
   -­‐
2 0 1 4 	
  and	
  spring 	
  of	
  2 0 1 6 	
  and	
  seen	
   in	
  December	
  2 0 1 6 .	
   	
  NJ 	
  breeding 	
  spec ial	
  
concern	
  short 	
  dis tance	
  mig rant 	
  Brown	
  T hrasher	
  breeds 	
  at 	
  Baldpate	
   in	
  edge	
  
habitat .	
  NJ 	
   threatened	
  American	
  K es trel	
  and	
  NJ 	
   spec ial	
   concern	
  breeding 	
  Broad-­‐
winged	
  Hawk	
  also	
  have	
  mult iple	
  Baldpate	
   records .	
   	
  A ddit ional	
  bird	
   spec ies 	
  
ment ioned	
   in	
   the	
  draft 	
  EIS 	
  US FWS 	
  Trust	
  Resource	
  List	
  inc lude	
  breeding 	
  Neotropical	
  
mig rants 	
   spec ies 	
  Black-­‐billed	
  Cuckoo,	
  Blue-­‐winged	
  Warbler,	
  and	
  Prairie	
  Warbler,	
  
which	
  breed	
   in	
  edge	
  habitats 	
  at 	
  Baldpate;	
   L ouis iana	
  Waterthrush,	
  which	
  breeds 	
  
in	
   the	
  maz e	
  of	
   small	
   s t reams 	
  on	
   the	
  north	
  s ide	
  of	
  Baldpate	
  and	
  along 	
   the	
  
adjacent 	
  F iddler’s 	
  and	
  Moore’s 	
  c reeks ;	
   the	
  Neotropical	
  mig rat ing 	
  spec ies 	
  Canada	
  
Warbler;	
  and	
  short -­‐term	
  mig rant 	
  and	
  winter	
   res ident 	
  Fox	
  S parrow.	
   	
  A ddit ional	
  
A udubon/ABC 	
  Watchlis t 	
  2 0 1 4 	
  spec ies 	
   that 	
  mig rate	
   through	
  Baldpate	
  are	
  
Prothonotary 	
  and	
  Connec t icut 	
  Warblers .	
  T he	
  eBird	
   lis t 	
   contain	
  many 	
  more	
  
spec ies 	
   than	
  are	
   lis ted	
   in	
   the	
  draft 	
  EIS .	
  

	
  

	
   	
  

WCAS 	
  has 	
  conduc ted	
  breeding 	
  s tudies 	
  on	
  Baldpate.	
  A 	
  census 	
  of	
   s ing ing 	
  males 	
  
from	
  2 0 0 8 	
   to	
  2 0 1 6 	
  shows 	
   the	
  highes t 	
  documented	
  dens ity 	
  of	
  breeding 	
  
Neotropical	
  mig rants 	
   in	
  New	
  J ersey .	
   	
   	
  With	
  cont ig uous 	
   fores t 	
  and	
   four	
  areas 	
  of	
  
hig h	
  quality 	
   spicebush	
  unders tory ,	
  Baldpate	
   is 	
   saturated	
  with	
  breeding 	
  
Neotropical	
  birds .	
   	
   	
  T he	
   f ive	
   interior	
   fores t 	
  breeding 	
  spec ies 	
   that 	
  are	
  des ig nated	
  
New	
  J ersey 	
  spec ies 	
  of	
   conservat ion	
  concern	
  need	
  a	
  healthy 	
  unders tory 	
   to	
  
success fully 	
  breed.	
  A t 	
  Baldpate	
  Hooded	
  Warblers 	
  and	
  Wood	
  T hrush	
  breed	
   in	
   the	
  
shrub	
   layer,	
  V eeries 	
  and	
  K entucky 	
  Warblers 	
  nes t 	
  on	
  or	
  near	
   the	
  g round	
   in	
  dense	
  
sc rub,	
  and	
  Worm-­‐eat ing 	
  Warblers 	
  nes t 	
  on	
  or	
  near	
   the	
  g round	
   in	
  dense	
  sc rub	
  on	
  
a	
   s lope.	
   	
  Graph	
  # 1 	
  &	
  # 2 	
  show	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  breeding 	
   territories 	
   for	
   these	
  
spec ies 	
  along 	
  approximately 	
  eig ht 	
  mile	
  of	
   t rails 	
   sampled	
   in	
   two	
  routes .	
   If 	
   the	
  
PennEast 	
  pipeline	
   is 	
  built ,	
  one	
  area	
  of	
  hig h	
  quality 	
  S picebush	
  unders tory 	
  would	
  
be	
  converted	
   from	
   interior	
   fores t 	
  habitat 	
   to	
  edge	
  habitat .	
   	
   In	
   the	
   f irs t 	
   .5 	
  mile	
  
along 	
   the	
  White	
  T rail	
   from	
  the	
  Pleasant 	
  V alley 	
  parking 	
   lot ,	
  eig ht 	
  Wood	
  T hrush	
  
territories ,	
   three	
  V eery 	
   territories 	
  and	
  one	
  Hooded	
  Warbler	
   territory 	
  would	
  be	
  
affec ted	
  by 	
   the	
  pipeline	
  construc t ion.	
   	
  T he	
  Wood	
  T hrush	
   is 	
   s ing led	
  out 	
   in	
   the	
  
S tate	
  of	
  the	
  Birds	
  2016	
  report 	
  as 	
  one	
  of	
   the	
  spec ies 	
   in	
   s teepest 	
  dec line	
   in	
  North	
  
America.	
   	
  A 	
   loss 	
  of	
  eig ht 	
  breeding 	
   territories 	
   is 	
  a	
  c lear	
  v iolat ion	
  of	
  US FWS 	
  
guidelines .	
  Other	
   fores t 	
   interior	
   spec ialis t 	
   that 	
  nes t 	
  at 	
  Baldpate	
  are	
   the	
  canopy 	
  
nes t ing 	
  Yellow-­‐throated	
  V ireo,	
  S carlet 	
  T anager,	
  and	
  Eas tern	
  Wood	
  Peewee.	
  
T able	
  # 1 	
  shows 	
   the	
   interior	
   fores t 	
  breeding 	
  Neotropical	
  mig rants 	
   found	
  at 	
  
Baldpate.	
  T able	
  # 2 	
  shows 	
  all	
  breeding 	
  Neotropical	
   spec ies 	
  at 	
  Baldpate,	
   inc luding 	
  



edge	
  breeding 	
  bird	
  and	
  birds 	
   that 	
  breed	
  both	
  on	
   the	
  edge	
  and	
   in	
   fores t 	
  g aps 	
  
with	
  denser	
  unders tory .	
  Cont ig uous 	
   fores t 	
  with	
  healthy 	
  unders tory 	
   is 	
   rare	
   in	
  
central	
  New	
  J ersey 	
  due	
   to	
  des truc t ion	
  of	
   the	
  unders tory 	
   in	
  most 	
  areas 	
  by 	
  
overabundant 	
  white-­‐tailed	
  deer.	
  S ince	
  breeding 	
   territories 	
   	
   in	
   	
   suitable	
  habitat 	
   in	
  
the	
  S ourland	
  Mountain	
   IBA 	
  are	
  already 	
   taken	
  and	
  other	
  areas 	
   surrounding 	
  
Baldpate	
  are	
   too	
  small	
   	
  or	
   too	
  deg raded	
   to	
  support 	
   these	
  spec ies ,	
   	
   there	
   is 	
  no	
  
place	
   for	
   these	
  birds 	
   to	
  es tablish	
  breeding 	
   territories 	
   if 	
   the	
  Baldpate	
   territories 	
  
are	
   los t 	
  or	
  deg raded.	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
  

	
  

Graph	
  # 1 :	
  Number	
  of 	
  Wood	
  T hrush	
  and	
  V eery 	
  breeding 	
   territories 	
  2 0 0 8 -­‐2 0 1 6 .	
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Graph	
  # 2 :	
  Number	
  of 	
  Hooded,	
  Worm-­‐eat ing ,	
  and	
  K entuc ky 	
  Warblers 	
  breeding 	
   territories 	
  
2 0 0 8 -­‐2 0 1 6 	
   	
  

Note:	
  Graphs	
  show	
  number	
  of	
  breeding	
  territories	
  along	
  two	
  routes	
  from	
  2008	
  to	
  2016.	
  Each	
  route	
  was	
  appraised	
  six	
  times	
  per	
  
breeding	
  season.	
  	
  

2008-­‐2016	
  breeding	
  study	
  Baldpate	
  Route	
  #1:	
  	
  Straight	
  trail	
  from	
  Pleasant	
  Valley	
  parking	
  lot	
  to	
  connector	
  trail	
  to	
  North-­‐east	
  
paths.	
  Return	
  to	
  White	
  Trail.	
  Ridge	
  Trail	
  (White	
  Trail)	
  from	
  Pleasant	
  Valley	
  Road	
  parking	
  lot	
  to	
  intersection	
  at	
  low	
  point	
  in	
  the	
  
trail.	
  Right	
  trail	
  to	
  connector	
  trail	
  to	
  power	
  line.	
  	
  Return	
  to	
  Ridge	
  Trail.	
  	
  Ridge	
  Trail	
  to	
  old	
  logging	
  trail	
  /horse	
  trail	
  going	
  from	
  
tenant	
  farm	
  to	
  	
  power	
  line	
  	
  &	
  	
  return	
  by	
  Northwest	
  Trail	
  (new	
  white	
  trail	
  2008);	
  Red	
  Trail	
  (North-­‐west	
  loop);	
  return	
  on	
  Ridge	
  
Trail	
  (White	
  Trail)	
  from	
  pine	
  windrow	
  to	
  parking	
  lot.	
  Approximately	
  6	
  miles	
  loop	
  including	
  three	
  high	
  quality	
  spicebush	
  thicket	
  
areas.	
  

2008-­‐2016	
  breeding	
  study	
  Baldpate	
  Route	
  #2:	
  Summit	
  Trail	
  from	
  Fiddler’s	
  Creek	
  parking	
  lot;	
  loop	
  around	
  summit;	
  return	
  by	
  
road.	
  Approximately	
  2.3	
  miles	
  loop	
  including	
  high	
  quality	
  spicebush	
  thicket	
  adjacent	
  to	
  trail	
  and	
  road.	
  

	
  

	
   T able	
  # 1 :	
  Number	
  of 	
  T erritories 	
  of 	
   Interior	
   Fores t 	
  Breeding 	
  Neot ropic al	
  Mig rants 	
  
at 	
  Baldpate	
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Species	
   2008	
   2009	
   2010	
   2011	
   2012	
   2013	
   2014	
   2015	
   2016	
  
Yellow-­‐billed	
  Cuckoo	
   2	
   1	
   1	
   	
   1	
   0	
   	
   1	
   1	
  
Eastern	
  Wood-­‐Pewee	
   32	
   16	
   27	
   33	
   28	
   18	
   18	
   13	
   16	
  
Great-­‐crested	
  Flycatcher	
   2	
   3	
   1	
   1	
   2	
   0	
   1	
   0	
   3	
  
Red-­‐eyed	
  Vireo	
   14	
   10	
   18	
   21	
   17	
   27	
   24	
   12	
   16	
  
Yellow-­‐throated	
  Vireo	
   1	
   4	
   6	
   2	
   7	
   5	
   4	
   7	
   14	
  
Wood	
  Thrush	
   34	
   34	
   58	
   58	
   60	
   54	
   68	
   67	
   67	
  
Veery	
   57	
   41	
   57	
   68	
   54	
   44	
   60	
   42	
   47	
  
Worm-­‐eating	
  Warbler	
  	
   4	
   5	
   11	
   7	
   7	
   8	
   5	
   7	
   6	
  
Black-­‐and-­‐white	
  
Warbler	
   5	
   6	
   9	
   14	
   16	
   14	
   17	
   27	
   13	
  
American	
  Redstart	
   2	
   2	
   4	
   5	
   5	
   6	
   8	
   10	
   7	
  
Ovenbird	
   107	
   116	
   130	
   133	
   115	
   129	
   132	
   130	
   168	
  
Louisiana	
  Waterthrush	
   	
      1	
   1	
   1	
   1	
   1	
  
Kentucky	
  Warbler	
  	
   4	
   7	
   10	
   10	
   3	
   3	
   2	
   1	
   3	
  
Hooded	
  warbler	
   32	
   29	
   38	
   30	
   29	
   19	
   30	
   21	
   26	
  
Scarlet	
  Tanager	
   15	
   15	
   24	
   29	
   26	
   25	
   32	
   17	
   27	
  
	
  

	
  	
   	
  Waterthrushes	
  nest	
  earlier	
  than	
  most	
  other	
  species	
  and	
  have	
  a	
  specialized	
  habitat	
  within	
  the	
  
	
  	
   	
   re	
  censused	
  separately.	
  .	
  	
  The	
  Cerulean	
  territory	
  found	
  in	
  2016	
  was	
  not	
  on	
  the	
  breeding	
  bird	
  survey	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  trail	
  that	
  opened	
  later	
  than	
  the	
  study	
  started.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  not	
  in	
  the	
  core	
  interior	
  forest	
  but	
  on	
  a	
  steep	
  
	
   	
   	
   orest	
  edge.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

 Table #2: Number	
  of 	
  T erritories 	
  of 	
  Breeding 	
  Neot ropic al	
  Mig rants 	
  at 	
  Baldpate	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  



	
  

Note:	
  Yellow-­‐breasted	
  Chat	
  found	
  in	
  powerline	
  ROW	
  during	
  breeding	
  season	
  in	
  2016	
  outside	
  of	
  study	
  route	
  but	
  within	
  Baldpate	
  
IBA.	
  	
  The	
  Cerulean	
  territory	
  found	
  in	
  2016	
  was	
  not	
  on	
  the	
  breeding	
  bird	
  survey	
  routes	
  but	
  off	
  a	
  trail	
  that	
  opened	
  later	
  than	
  the	
  
study	
  started.	
  	
  

	
  

Non-­‐av ian	
   	
   	
   spec ies 	
  of	
   conservat ion	
  concern	
  are	
  also	
   found	
  on	
  Baldpate.	
  Two	
  
rept iles 	
  of	
   conservat ion	
  concern	
   in	
  New	
  J ersey ,	
  Eas tern	
  Box	
   turt le	
  and	
  Northern	
  
Copperhead,	
  breed	
  at 	
  Baldpate.	
   	
  Eig ht 	
  Eas tern	
  Box	
  T urt les 	
  were	
   found	
  at 	
  
Baldpate	
   in	
   the	
  summer	
  of	
  2 0 1 6 ,	
   two	
  of	
   them	
   in	
   the	
  ROW,	
   indicat ing 	
  a	
   low	
  
dens ity 	
  breeding 	
  populat ion	
   in	
   the	
  area	
  affec ted	
  by 	
  PennEast .	
   	
  A 	
  2 0 1 6 	
  s tudy 	
  by 	
  
Friends 	
  of	
  Hopewell	
  V alley 	
  Open	
  S pace	
   ( FoHVOS ) 	
   found	
  a	
  breeding 	
  populat ion	
  of	
  
northern	
  copperheads 	
  on	
  Baldpate.	
   	
  Copperheads 	
  were	
  not 	
  ment ioned	
   in	
   the	
  
draft 	
  EIS .	
   	
  A 	
  healthy 	
  populat ion	
  of	
  S hagbark	
  Hic kory 	
   is 	
   found	
  on	
  Baldpate,	
  with	
  
some	
  t rees 	
   s lated	
   to	
  be	
  c lear	
  cut 	
   for	
   the	
  construc t ion	
  of	
   the	
  proposed	
  PennEast 	
  



pipeline.	
   	
  T he	
   t ree	
  spec ies 	
   is 	
  protec ted	
  as 	
   it 	
   is 	
   the	
  preferred	
   roos t ing 	
  s ite	
  of	
   the	
  
federally 	
  endangered	
   Indiana	
  Bat .	
   	
  T he	
  draft 	
  EIS 	
   s tates 	
   that 	
  no	
  c rit ic al	
  habitats 	
  
are	
  affec ted	
  but 	
   s ince	
   there	
  has 	
  not 	
  been	
  a	
   thorough	
  search	
   for	
   the	
  bat 	
  at 	
  
Baldpate,	
   this 	
   s tatement 	
  cannot 	
  be	
  verif ied.	
  S everal	
  plant 	
   spec ies 	
  of	
  
conservat ion	
  concern	
   that 	
  have	
  been	
  documented	
  at 	
  Baldpate	
  by 	
  FoHVOS 	
  were	
  
also	
  not 	
  ment ioned	
   in	
   the	
  draft 	
  EIS .	
   	
   	
  

T he	
   route	
  of	
   the	
  proposed	
  PennEast 	
  pipeline	
  cuts 	
   through	
   the	
  edge	
  of	
   the	
  
S ourland	
  Mountain	
  Reg ion	
   IBA .	
   	
  T he	
   interior	
   fores t 	
  breeding 	
  Neotropical	
  
mig rants 	
  are	
   the	
  same	
  as 	
  at 	
   the	
  Baldpate	
  Mountain	
   IBA .	
   	
  While	
   the	
  area	
  of	
   the	
  
S ourland	
  Mountain	
   IBA 	
  adjacent 	
   to	
   the	
  PennEast 	
   route,	
   	
   	
   the	
  D&R	
  Greenway 	
  
Rock	
  Hopper	
  Preserve,	
  has 	
  not 	
  been	
   thoroughly 	
   s tudied,	
   	
   	
  eBird	
   records 	
   show	
  
the	
  presence	
  of	
   several	
  New	
  J ersey 	
   lis ted	
  spec ies ,	
  NJ 	
   threatened	
  Red-­‐headed	
  
Woodpecker	
  and	
  New	
  J ersey 	
  spec ial	
   concern	
  spec ies 	
  Wood	
  T hrush,	
  V eery ,	
  
Hooded	
  Warbler,	
  K entucky 	
  Warbler,	
  and	
  Worm-­‐eat ing 	
  Warbler.	
   	
  T he	
  preserve	
  
contains 	
  areas 	
  of	
  hig h	
  quality 	
  S picebush	
   thic kets .	
   L ouis iana	
  Waterthrush	
  breed	
  
in	
   the	
  maz e	
  of	
   small	
   s t reams 	
   in	
   the	
  preserve.	
   	
  T he	
  s t reams 	
  c rossed	
  by 	
   the	
  
Yellow	
  T rail	
  are	
  vulnerable	
   to	
  blas t ing 	
   from	
  the	
  PennEast 	
  pipeline	
  construc t ion.	
  A 	
  
more	
   thorough	
  breeding 	
  survey 	
  of	
   this 	
  area	
   is 	
  needed	
   to	
  determine	
   the	
  number	
  
of	
  breeding 	
  pairs 	
  of	
  Waterthrush.	
   	
  T he	
  US FWS 	
  T rus t 	
   lis t 	
   spec ies 	
  Fox	
  S parrow	
  
winters 	
   in	
   the	
  Rock	
  Hopper	
  Preserve.	
   	
  Barred	
  Owls 	
  breed	
   in	
   low	
  dens ity 	
   in	
   the	
  
S ourland	
  Mountain	
   IBA .	
   	
  One	
  area	
  of	
   the	
  Rock	
  Hopper	
  Preserve	
  has 	
  g ood	
  
potent ial	
  habitat 	
   for	
  Barred	
  Owl	
  and	
  should	
  be	
  surveyed.	
   	
  T he	
  Rock	
  Hopper	
  
Preserve	
   is 	
  a	
  hig h	
  quality 	
  habitat 	
  area	
  of	
   the	
  S ourland	
  Mountain	
   IBA 	
  which	
  needs 	
  
thorough	
  boots -­‐on-­‐the-­‐g round	
  s tudies ,	
   inc luding 	
  detailed	
  mapping 	
  of	
  breeding 	
  
birds 	
  and	
  mig rat ion	
  use.	
   	
   	
  

T he	
  proposed	
  PennEast 	
  pipeline	
   route	
  also	
  c rosses 	
   the	
  Pole	
  Farm	
   IBA .	
   	
  Grass land	
  
spec ies 	
  of	
   conservat ion	
  concern	
   that 	
  nes t 	
  at 	
   the	
  Pole	
  Farm	
  are	
   	
  NJ 	
   threatened	
  
American	
  K es trel;	
  NJ 	
   threatened	
  breeding 	
  Grasshopper	
  S parrow	
  and	
  Bobolink;	
  
and	
  NJ 	
   spec ial	
   concern	
  breeding 	
  Eas tern	
  Meadowlark,	
  Brown	
  T hrasher,	
   	
  and	
  
Yellow-­‐breas ted	
  Chat .	
   	
  US FWS 	
  T rus t 	
  Resource	
  L is t 	
   spec ies 	
  Blue-­‐winged	
  and	
  
Prairie	
  Warblers 	
  also	
  breed	
  at 	
   the	
  Pole	
  Farm.	
   	
  Breeding 	
  bird	
  mapping 	
  surveys 	
  are	
  
needed	
   to	
  determine	
   if 	
  breeding 	
   territories 	
  used	
  by 	
   these	
  spec ies 	
  are	
  affec ted	
  
by 	
   the	
  proposed	
  pipeline	
   route.	
  N	
   J 	
   spec ial	
   concern	
  spec ies 	
  Northern	
  Harrier	
  and	
  
S hort -­‐eared	
  Owl	
  have	
  winter	
   roos ts 	
  at 	
   the	
  Pole	
  Farm.	
  Winter	
   surveys 	
  are	
  needed	
  
to	
  determine	
   if 	
   the	
  areas 	
  used	
  by 	
   these	
  spec ies 	
  are	
  affec ted	
  by 	
   the	
  pipeline	
  and	
  
it s 	
   cons truc t ion.	
   	
  NJ 	
   spec ial	
   concern	
  spec ies 	
  V esper	
  S parrow	
  has 	
  been	
   reported	
  
during 	
   fall	
  mig rat ion,	
   rais ing 	
  concerns 	
  about 	
   the	
  pipeline	
  effec ts 	
  on	
  mig rat ing 	
  
spec ies .	
   	
  New	
  J ersey 	
  endangered	
  breeding 	
  and	
  non-­‐breeding 	
   threatened	
  Bald	
  
Eag les 	
  have	
  been	
   reported	
  at 	
   the	
  Pole	
  Farm	
  throughout 	
   the	
  year.	
   	
   	
  T heir	
  use	
  of	
  
the	
  Pole	
  Farm	
  need	
   to	
  be	
  better	
  documented.	
  



T he	
  Everit ts town	
  Grass lands 	
   IBA 	
  eBird	
  bar	
  g raph	
   lis ts 	
   the	
   following 	
  spec ies 	
  of	
  
conservat ion	
  concern:	
   	
  T he	
  NJ 	
   threatened	
  breeding 	
  Red-­‐headed	
  Woodpecker	
  
(winter	
   records ) ;	
  NJ 	
   threatened	
  breeding 	
  American	
  K es trel	
  and	
  Grasshopper	
  
S parrow	
   (older	
   records ) 	
  during 	
   the	
  breeding 	
  season;	
  NJ 	
   threatened	
  breeding 	
  and	
  
spec ial	
   concern	
  non-­‐breeding 	
  Bobolink	
  during 	
  mig rat ion;	
  NJ 	
   spec ial	
   concern	
  
Eas tern	
  Meadowlark;	
  and	
  NJ 	
  S pec ial	
   concern	
  breeding 	
  Brown	
  T hrasher	
  during 	
  
breeding 	
  season.	
   	
  Note	
   that 	
  eBird	
  coverage	
  of	
   the	
  area	
   is 	
   sparse	
  so	
   this 	
   lis t 	
   is 	
  
incomplete.	
   	
   	
   	
  A 	
  complete,	
  up	
   to	
  date	
  breeding 	
  and	
  mig rat ion	
  survey 	
   is 	
  needed.	
   	
   	
  

T he	
  Musconetcong 	
  Gorge	
   IBA 	
  eBird	
  bar	
  g raph	
   lis ts 	
  2 1 2 	
  bird	
  spec ies 	
  us ing 	
   the	
  
IBA ,	
   inc luding 	
  eig hty -­‐two	
  Neotropical	
  mig rants ,	
  and	
   lis ts 	
   the	
   following 	
  spec ies 	
  of	
  
conservat ion	
  concern:	
   	
  NJ 	
  endangered	
  breeding 	
  and	
   threatened	
  non-­‐breeding 	
  
Bald	
  Eag le	
  during 	
  breeding 	
  season;	
   	
  NJ 	
  endangered	
  breeding 	
  and	
  non-­‐breeding 	
  
spec ial	
   concern	
  Red-­‐shouldered	
  Hawk;	
   	
  NJ 	
  breeding 	
  spec ial	
   concern	
  Copper’s 	
  
Hawk	
  during 	
  breeding 	
  season;	
  NJ 	
   threatened	
  breeding 	
  and	
  non-­‐breeding 	
  spec ial	
  
concern	
  Bobolink	
   	
  during 	
  breeding 	
  season;	
  NJ 	
   threatened	
  breeding 	
  Red-­‐headed	
  
Woodpecker,	
  Osprey ,	
  and	
  American	
  K es trel	
  during 	
  breeding 	
  season;	
   	
  NJ 	
   spec ial	
  
concern	
  breeding 	
  V eery ,	
  Wood	
  T hrush,	
  Brown	
  T hrasher,	
  Hooded	
  Warbler,	
  
K entucky 	
  Warbler,	
  Worm-­‐eat ing 	
  Warbler,	
  Cerulean	
  Warbler,	
  Yellow-­‐breas ted	
  
Chat ,	
  and	
  Grasshopper	
  S parrow	
  during 	
  breeding 	
  season;	
  NJ 	
   spec ial	
   concern	
  
Eas tern	
  Meadowlark;	
  US FWS 	
  T rus t 	
  Resource	
  L is t 	
   L ouis iana	
  Waterthrush,	
  Blue-­‐
winged	
  Warbler,	
  Prairie	
  Warbler,	
  and	
   	
  Black-­‐billed	
  Cuckoo	
  during 	
  breeding 	
  
season;	
  and	
  US FWS 	
  T rus t 	
  L is t 	
  Rus ty 	
  Blackbird,	
  Fox	
  S parrow,	
   	
  and	
  Pied-­‐billed	
  
Grebe	
  during 	
  overwintering 	
  season.	
  A 	
  comparison	
  of	
  WCAS ’s 	
  Baldpate	
  breeding 	
  
s tudy 	
  and	
   the	
  Baldpate	
  eBird	
   lis t 	
   shows 	
  a	
  hig h	
  correlat ion	
  between	
  eBird	
   lis ts 	
  
and	
  breeding .	
  Based	
  on	
   this ,	
  most ,	
   if 	
  not 	
  all,	
  of 	
   the	
  birds 	
   lis ted	
   in	
  eBird	
  during 	
  
the	
  breeding 	
  season	
  are	
  breeding 	
  at 	
   the	
  Musconetcong 	
  Gorge	
   IBA .	
   	
  Mapping 	
  of	
  
breeding 	
  birds 	
   is 	
  needed	
   to	
  ac curately 	
  assess 	
   the	
  damage	
  PennEast 	
  will	
  do	
   to	
  
breeding 	
  habitats .	
   	
  

	
  

In	
  Pennsy lvania,	
   the	
  proposed	
  PennEast 	
  pipeline	
  c rosses 	
   the	
  Hic kory 	
  Run	
  S tate	
  
Park	
   IBA 	
  and	
   the	
  g lobally 	
   ranked	
  K it tat inny 	
  Ridge	
   IBA ,	
  a	
  g lobally 	
   important 	
  
raptor	
  mig rat ion	
  corridor.	
   	
  eBird	
   records 	
   for	
  Hic kory 	
  Run	
  S tate	
  Park	
   show	
  1 3 6 	
  
spec ies 	
   inc luding 	
   the	
   following 	
  US FWS 	
  T rus t 	
  L is t 	
  S pec ies :	
   	
   the	
   	
  year-­‐round	
  
concern	
   lis ted	
  Bald	
  Eag le	
  and	
  breeding 	
  season	
  concern	
   lis ted	
   	
  Black-­‐billed	
  
cuckoo,	
  Canada	
  Warbler,	
   	
  Cerulean	
  Warbler,	
   L ouis iana	
  Waterthrush,	
  Prairie	
  
Warbler,	
  Worm-­‐eat ing 	
  Warbler,	
  and	
  Wood	
  T hrush.	
   	
  eBird	
   records 	
   for	
   the	
  
K it tat inny 	
  Ridge	
   IBA 	
  show	
  2 8 4 	
  spec ies 	
   inc luding 	
   the	
   following 	
  US FWS 	
  T rus t 	
  L is t 	
  
spec ies :	
  year-­‐round	
  concern	
   lis ted	
  Bald	
  Eag le	
  and	
  Pied	
  Billed	
  Grebe;	
  breeding 	
  
season	
  concern	
   lis ted	
  Red-­‐headed	
  Woodpecker,	
  Black-­‐billed	
  Cuckoo,	
  Cerulean	
  



Warbler,	
  Blue-­‐winged	
  Warbler,	
  Canada	
  Warbler,	
  Golden-­‐winged	
  Warbler,	
  
K entucky 	
  Warbler,	
   L ouis iana	
  Waterthrush,	
  Prairie	
  Warbler,	
  Worm-­‐eat ing 	
  Warbler,	
  
and	
  Wood	
  T hrush;	
  and	
  overwintering 	
  concern	
  Fox	
  S parrow	
  and	
  Rusty 	
  Blackbird.	
  
A ddit ional	
  A udubon/ABC 	
  Watchlis t 	
   spec ies 	
   that 	
  have	
  been	
   reported	
  are	
  
Bic knell’s 	
  T hrush,	
  Prothonotary 	
  Warbler,	
  and	
  Connec t icut 	
  Warbler.	
   	
  T his 	
   lis t 	
  
jus t if ies 	
  a	
   thorough	
  boots 	
  –on	
   the	
  –g round	
  s tudy ,	
   inc luding 	
  mapping 	
  of	
  breeding 	
  
territories .	
  

	
  

T he	
  State	
  of	
  the	
  Birds	
  2016	
   report 	
   lis t s 	
  3 7% 	
  of	
  North	
  American	
  birds 	
  at 	
  hig h	
   risk	
  of	
  
ext inc t ion	
  without 	
   s ig nif ic ant 	
  ac t ion,	
  Red	
   lis ted	
  spec ies ,	
  and	
  4 9% 	
  at 	
  moderate	
  
risk,	
  Yellow	
   lis ted	
  spec ies .	
   	
   In	
  Eas tern	
   temperate	
   fores t 	
  1 9% 	
  of	
  1 4 4 	
  bird	
  spec ies 	
  
are	
  Red	
   lis ted;	
   in	
  g rass lands 	
  2 7% 	
  of	
  4 5 	
  spec ies 	
  are	
  Red	
   lis ted.	
   	
   Important 	
  Bird	
  
A reas 	
   ( IBA ) 	
  are	
  areas 	
   ident if ied	
  as 	
   s ig nif ic ant 	
   to	
  birds 	
  because	
  of	
  numbers 	
  of	
  
birds 	
  us ing 	
   them,	
  endangered	
  habitats ,	
  or	
   rare	
  spec ies .	
  Habitat 	
   loss ,	
  
deg radat ion,	
  and	
   fragmentat ion	
   is 	
   the	
  major	
  cause	
  of	
  bird	
   loss .	
   	
   IBA ’s 	
  are	
  what 	
  
remains 	
  of	
   s ig nif ic ant 	
  habitat 	
   for	
  many 	
   threatened	
  spec ies .	
   	
  Preserv ing 	
   the	
  
integ rity 	
  of	
   IBA ’s 	
   is 	
  a	
  c rit ic al	
   f irs t 	
   s tep	
   to	
   reverse	
   the	
  current ly 	
  unsus tainable	
  
loss 	
  of	
  bird	
  populat ions .	
   	
  T he	
   targ et ing 	
  of	
   IBA ’s 	
   for	
  pipeline	
  construc t ion	
  which	
  
will	
   result 	
   in	
   the	
   further	
   loss ,	
  deg radat ion,	
  and	
   fragmentat ion	
  of	
  habitat .	
  T he	
  
route	
  of	
   the	
  proposed	
  PennEast 	
  pipeline	
  c rosses 	
   seven	
   IBA ’s 	
  with	
  over	
  4 0% 	
  of	
  
the	
   route	
   in	
  New	
  J ersey 	
  going 	
   through	
   IBA ’s .	
   	
   	
  T his 	
   is 	
   in	
  c lear	
  v iolat ion	
  of	
   the	
  
US FWS 	
  guideline	
   to	
  avoid	
  areas 	
  “avoid	
  permanent 	
  habitat 	
  alterat ions 	
   in	
  areas 	
  
where	
  birds 	
  are	
  hig hly 	
  concentrated”.	
   	
   Interior	
   fores t 	
  breeding 	
  spec ies 	
  and	
   the	
  
fores t 	
   they 	
  depend	
  upon	
  are	
  espec ially 	
  at 	
   risk	
  as 	
   it 	
   takes 	
  1 0 0 	
  years 	
   to	
   res tore	
  
fores t 	
  habitat ,	
  assuming 	
   long 	
   term	
  White-­‐tailed	
  deer	
  control	
  or	
  exc lus ion.	
  T he	
  
draft 	
  EIS 	
   is 	
   c learly 	
  data	
  defic ient 	
  as 	
  a	
  perusal	
  of	
   the	
  eBird	
   records 	
   for	
   these	
  
IBA ’s 	
  will	
   show.	
   	
  A 	
   thorough	
  year-­‐round	
  survey 	
  of	
  bird	
  populat ions 	
   in	
   the	
  areas 	
  
affec ted	
  by 	
   the	
  PennEast 	
  pipeline	
   is 	
  needed	
   to	
  determine	
  which	
  spec ies 	
  are	
  
present 	
  at 	
  what 	
   t imes ,	
  with	
  mapping 	
  of	
  breeding 	
   territories 	
  of	
   spec ies 	
  of	
  
conservat ion	
  concern	
  espec ially 	
  needed.	
   	
  T he	
  data	
  defic ient 	
  draft 	
  EIS 	
  does 	
  not 	
  
beg in	
   to	
  address 	
   the	
  env ironmental	
  damage	
   that 	
  will	
  oc cur	
   if 	
   the	
  PennEast 	
  
pipeline	
   is 	
  built .	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  


