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During 2022-2023, we continue to use use the WCAS Holden
Grant funds to support the trail system by selectively adding
boardwalks and bridges at the Charles H. Rogers Wildlife Refuge
in Princeton. The continuing goal of this project is to better adapt
the Blue and Red trails in the refuge in Princeton to the increasing
problems of flooding we are experiencing, likely influenced from
on-going climate change. These projects have added boardwalks
anchored by rebar along both the Blue and Red trails in places
where we get frequent flooding.

The technique used for the boardwalk on the Blue Trail
successfully last year provided a good blueprint for us going
forward. We used the remainder of the funds last fall and early in
the spring 2023 to install raised boardwalks across some of the
muddiest portions of our trails. This was successful on the Stony
Brook side of the Blue Trail, but we determined that the
boardwalks on the Red Trail need to be more strongly secured.
The Red Trail is in the part of the refuge that has the greatest
flooding and our next plan is to use longer rebar that is bent on
the top to better hold them in place.

Our hope is that these projects will allow both these loop trails to
be more accessible to birders, other nature enthusiasts and
walkers even after heavy rainfall. So far, we’ve gotten nothing but



enthusiastic praise from visitors! We plan on applying for more
Holden Grant funds to continue the project in 2024 where we
would like to extend the boardwalk on the Blue Trail and look to
add some small foot bridges.

Regarding the Holden Grant we received this year of $4,000 for
treatment of invasives, we've had a difficult time getting
contractors out to the refuge to give us quotes on the work. As a
result, we were not able to use those funds in 2023. Thankfully,
last week we did get StewardGreen out for a visit to the Refuge
last week, and we’'re now awaiting a proposal for both a short-
term and long-term plan. We expect to use the funds from this
grant in 2024 hopefully beginning mid-summer to continue to stay
on top of the phragmites and other invasives.

The Friends of Rogers Refuge (FORR) greatly appreciates the
generous support from WCAS over a number of years with
Holden Grants and the Lou Beck Memorial Fund. FoRR continue
to seek to raise money through other grants and individual
contributions to support continued maintenance and improvement
of the Refuge.

Submitted by David Padulo, Chair of the Friends of Rogers
Refuge
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